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Background and Aims of the Study
Previous work
• Catalogue of existing materials covering the period 2015-2021
• Analysis of these materials by author, country, year of publication, keyword
• Development of a system to catalogue materials by topic
• Production of a basic Excel spreadsheet including all materials and their topics

Current study
• Update existing catalogue on an annual basis and carry out analysis by author, country, year and keyword
• Provide annual update of key themes
• Engage with stakeholders/potential users regarding utility of existing spreadsheet 
• Further develop spreadsheet on basis of engagement to be fully interactive and user-friendly 
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Methods
• Literature database searches for relevant materials (e.g. Web of Science, PubMed) focussing on peer-

reviewed publications

• Qualitative summary of identified materials e.g. keywords, themes (using previous methodology), 
authorship etc

• Design and implementation of workshop with stakeholders/potential users to gain input on:
• Usefulness of resource
• Best ways to disseminate
• Feedback on current design and output
• Additional features to enhance the current version

• Updating of spreadsheet including user interface, guidelines for use, suitable protections to prevent over-
writing of contents, facility for feedback

• Production of annual report and paper for the peer-reviewed literature
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Findings from previous study
Authorship:

• 600 first authors from 703 journal articles. 17 authored 
3+ papers. One author published 10 articles in the time 
period, 2 authors published 9 articles (as first author)

• Most frequent locations were US (43), Turkey (13), 
Taiwan (12), South Korea (11)

• Published in over 350 different journals. Most common 
“Clinical Toxicology” (42), “American Journal of 
Emergency Medicine” (37), “Human and Experimental 
Toxicology” (23), “Undersea and Hyperbaric Medicine” 
(22)
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Development of classification system
Stage 1: Keywords subdivided into categories/themes

• Health endpoints: e.g. poisoning, cardiac, respiratory, brain, suicide

• Treatment: e.g. hyperbaric oxygen

• Life stage : e.g. study group, children, older people

• Study type: e.g. epidemiological, toxicological, case study

• Additional themes of interest: e.g. pregnancy, alcohol/drugs, biomarkers, solid fuel
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Development of classification system
Stage 2: Identification of search terms for each theme
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Application to Excel spreadsheet
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Stakeholder engagement
• Workshop will be held later this year (October-November) 

• Target audience – anyone who might use the resource

• Would the resource be useful to you – and why?

• How could it be improved, and/or made more useful?

• What topics should be included/catalogued?

• Individual interviews/discussions, written comments and feedback also welcome

• Anyone interested – please get in touch

Hilary.Cowie@iom-world.org

mailto:Hilary.Cowie@iom-world.org

